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R. Simeon b. Lagish asked, “As to cutting the first sheaf of barley, does 
it override the Sabbath during the day [if the sixteenth of Nisan 
coincides with the Sabbath? It is to be cut by night, but if the first day 
of the festival is Friday, the cutting is done Friday night, and that will 
override the Sabbath; is it also valid to do so during the day?]” 


Answered R. Abbayye, “Behold we have learned that the religious duty 
involved is to reap it by night, but if it was reaped by day, it is valid; 
and it overrides the Sabbath.” 


But he did not accept that ruling. 


Said R. Aha, “R. Simeon b. Lagish retracted his objection because of 
this formulation [at M. Men. 6:3]: How did they do it? Agents of the 
court go forth on the eve of the afternoon before the festival of 
Passover. And they make it into sheaves while it is still attached to 
the ground, so that it will be easy to reap. And all the villagers 
nearby gather together there on the night after the first day of 
Passover, so that it will be reaped with great pomp. Once it gets 
dark on the night of the sixteenth of Nisan, he says to them, “Has 
the sun set?” They say, “Yes.” “Has the sun set?” They say, “Yes.” 
« With this sickle?” They say, “Yes.” ““With this sickle?” They say, 
“Yes.” “With this basket?” They say, “Yes.” “With this basket?” 
They say, “Yes.” On the Sabbath, he says to them, “ Shall I reap 
on this Sabbath?” They say, “Yes.” “Shall l reap on this 
Sabbath?” They say, “Yes.” “Shall I reap?” They say, “Reap.” 
“Shall I reap?” They say, “Reap” three times for each and every 
matter. And they say to him, “Yes, yes, yes.” All of this pomp for 
what purpose? Because of the Boethusians, for they maintain, 
“The reaping of the barley for the offering of the first sheaf of 
barley is not done at the conclusion of the festival.” 


“Now what is under discussion here? If it is reaping on the Sabbath at 
night, the author of the Mishnah has already made reference to that. 
But if it is not a matter of night, interpret it to pertain to reaping on the 
Sabbath by day. 


“Anything that overrides the restrictions of the Sabbath during the day 
— do acts required in that same connection override the restrictions of 
the Sabbath on the preceding night?” 


[G] Lo, we have learned: “They placed the makers of the cakes to 
prepare their cake [M. Tam. 3:1]. 


[H] Interpret the passage to speak of a weekday. 


